
Opening Musical Meditation Afton Waltz Celtic Tune 
  
Opening 

In the infinity of night skies 
in the free flashing of lightning 
in whirling elemental winds 
you are God. 
In the impenetrable mists of dark clouds 
in the wild gusts of lashing rain 
in the ageless rocks of the sea 
you are God and I bless you. 
You are in all things 
and contained by no thing. 
You are the Life of all life 
and beyond every name. 
You are God and in the eternal mystery I praise you. 
    - J. Philip Newell 

 
The Lighting of the Trinity Candles 
 
 Leader We light a light in the name of the Maker, 
 People who lit the world and breathed the breath of life for us. 
 
 Leader We light a light in the name of the Son, 
 People who saved the world and stretched out his hand to us. 
 
 Leader We light a light in the name of the Spirit, 
 People who encompasses the world and blesses our souls with yearning. 
 
 All We light three lights for the Trinity of Love: 
  God above us, God beside us, God beneath us: 
  The beginning, the end, the everlasting One. 
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We are so happy you are here.  
 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
 

Please remember to silence all devices 



Hymn     St. Patrick’s Breastplate       
      

 
  
  
  
  
   

 
 
 
 
 
  2. I bind unto myself today 

the virtues of the starlit heaven, 
the glorious sun’s life-giving ray, 
the whiteness of the moon at even, 
the flashing of the lightning free, 
the whirling wind’s tempestuous shocks, 
the stable earth, the deep salt sea 
around the old eternal rocks.  

 

Evening Prayer 
Hidden God, ever present to me, may I now be present to you, attentive to your every word, attuned to your in-
spirations, alert to your touch. Empty me that I may be filled with you alone. Amen.   
 
The Reading   John 3:1-3, 16-17 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, 
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God." Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life."Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him."  
 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Silence             During the silence, let the reading speak to you 
 
Reflection                  Debbie Phillips 
Two minutes of silence follows. 
 
Music for Meditation Let all mortal flesh keep silence Picardy
  
Prayers for Ourselves and Others  

 

Leader As the day ends, we come to you, O Brother Jesus; you who understand us, 
People so much better than we understand ourselves.  
 
Leader  You who accept us, 
People  even in our brokenness. 
   
Leader  You, who walk with the wounded and the weary 
People  along the road of our world’s suffering. 
 



Leader You who offer grace and healing, 
People for the bruised people and places of our time.  
 
Leader  you, whose Spirit illumines, 
People  even in the darkest night. 
   
Leader  We come. 
People  Yes, we do come Lord; just as we are, we come. 
 

From now until the end of  the service, you are invited to come to the Lady Altar and  
light a candle and kneel at the rail for prayers. 

The laying on of  hands is also offered at the healing station  
near the door at the back of  the Chapel. 

Please feel free to move about as the Spirit leads you. 
 
Music during Prayers Raglan Road Celtic Tune 
 I will kindle my fire Celtic Tune
   
Hymn during Prayers St. Patrick’s Breastplate     

I bind unto myself today 
the power of God to hold and lead, 
God’s eye to watch, God’s might to stay, 
God’s ear to hearken to my need, 
the wisdom of my God to teach, 
God’s hand to guide, God’s shield to ward, 
the word of God to give me speech, 
God’s heavenly host to be my guard.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grace 
God, you sent your Son into the world that we might live through him: Grant us grace to love one another as he 
first loved us, and know the fullness of joy. Amen. 
 



 The Peace  The peace of our Lord be always with you. 
 All   And also with you. 

Please feel free to exchange the peace in any way you feel comfortable. 
 
Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
 

Music at the Offertory  Ash Grove             Celtic Tune
       
Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you 
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts 
 People  We lift them to the Lord 
 Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 
Celebrant  O God of mystery and promise, you invite us to discover you in the intimate places of ourselves and 

our lives. You invite us to discover you within the complexities of our humanity, in passionate and 
tender loving, in struggle and pain, in confusion and unknowing, in flashes of insight and wisdom. 
You also call us beyond ourselves to places of imagination, beyond the silent stars, in the deep 
rhythms of the ocean, in the unending cycles of day and night, seasons of life and death. 
 

With saints and ancestors, with the seas and earth and sky, with animals and birds, with our friends 
and those unknown to us, with all creation we join in the song of your unending glory: 

 

Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Celebrant  We praise you that in Jesus you make known to us the wonder and richness of our humanity.  We  
give thanks for his life-giving love, for his healing touch, for his vulnerability and for his gentleness. 
Before he gave up his life, he shared his humanity, his flesh and blood with his friends.  He took 
bread, gave thanks for it, broke it and gave it to them saying: 

 

All  “This is my own body given for you.  Do this to remember me.” 
 

Celebrant   So too after they had eaten, he took wine, gave thanks for it and gave it to them saying: 
 

All  “This is my blood, poured out in love for you.  Do this to remember me.” 
 

Celebrant   So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 



All Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant Come now, Spirit of God, and as we eat and drink these bodily things, make us one body, food for  
 the world, one blood to be poured out for the life of all. Touch us with your gentle creativity and fire us 

with longing for the new age of justice and peace. We ask this through Jesus who gave his body that we 
might be one and his blood that we might find new life.  With him, and through him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, be to you, O God, all honor and glory forever.  AMEN. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 

The Invitation  
Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  
 It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more. 
 So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,  
 You who have been here often, and you who have not been here long,  
 you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  
 It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 
 

Communion     

All are invited to come and feast at God’s table. 
You may receive the bread in your hand, and if  you wish, drink from the cup. 

 
Music during Communion Voluntary  
 
 
 
 
 



Concluding Prayer 
Leader For your Spirit woven into the fabric of creation, for the eternal overlapping with time and the life of 

earth interlaced with heaven’s vitality,  
People We give you thanks, O God. 
 
Leader For your untamed creativity, your boundless mystery and your passionate yearnings planted deep in the 

soul of every human being  
People We give you thanks, O God. 
 
Leader Grant us the grace to reclaim these depths to uncover this treasure, to liberate these longings and in being 

set free in my own spirit,  
People we will act for the well-being of the world. Amen. 
 
Concluding Blessing 
Celebrant May you learn to see yourself with the same delight, pride, and expectation with which God 

sees you every moment; and may the blessing of the Holy Trinity be with you this night and 
always. Amen. 

 
Concluding Hymn  Come join the dance of Trinity Kingsfold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord and his people. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Concluding Meditation Farewell to Liverpool Irish Tune 

 

May God’s blessings be upon you and all whom you love. 
Please leave quietly. 

 
 

Participants 
 

Celebrant  The Reverend Debbie Phillips 
Musicians Ryan Patten, keyboard 
 Eric Wagner, guitar 
Opening Eric Fialho 
Lesson Kourtni Brown 
Meditation Debbie Phillips 
Prayers of the People Joanne Moar 
Assisting at God’s Table Priscilla Lemons 
Assisting at the Healing Station Jane Stewart  
Greeter David Ashton 
 
  

If  you would like to be a part of  this sacred time, we welcome readers, musicians, greeters 
and those to assist with setup, the healing station and communion. 

Please see any of  the participants listed above if  interested. 
 

Announcements 
There is a basket at the chapel door for any donations you wish to make toward the cost of Celtic Meditations and 
for our ministry in the community. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

If you would like to speak to the priest, The Reverend Deborah Phillips, please email her at gcis1@verizon.net or 
call her at 978-744-2796 to set up a time convenient for you. For more information about Grace Church, visit our 
website at www.gracechurchsalem.org. We invite you to “Like” our Facebook page, “Celtic Meditations.” 
 

All music has been reprinted with permission through RiteSong and St. James Music Press. Photograph reprinted 
with permission from the photographer. All other materials are in the public domain. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Jan Linker, the Rielly family, Lance and Family, Sarah Fialho, for those experiencing pain, anxiety and grief, people 
of Palestine and Israel, victims of racism, all communities of faith, those seeking the good and holy in their lives, 

for peace, for justice, for love. 
 

Ways to Serve through Grace Church 
The parish has committed to supporting the entire fourth grade class at the Nathaniel Bowditch School through 
their graduation at the end of eighth grade. As part of this partnership, we offer a weekly after school program 
each Wednesday from 3:00 pm until 5:00 pm. The Music Academy at Grace is offered the first hour followed by 
one of four activities from 4:15 until 5:00 pm. Want to be a part of one of these teams (cooking, crafts, play read-
ing and games)? Let Debbie know and she’ll connect you with the team leader. Want more information? Ask Deb-
bie for that too! 
 



Abundant Life Garden 
Each Sunday at 10:30 am from May until October, Grace Church offers a garden project for any child who is in-
terested. They learn about creation, care of the environment, the food and agricultural needs of people in other 
parts of the world as well as in our own country, they grow vegetables and what they harvest, they give to a 
neighboring parish for their “Sunday Night Suppers” meal program to feed the hungry. 
 
If you would like to learn more or discuss ways of supporting this project, please see Debbie or contact the office 
at gcis1@verizon.net. 
 

Upcoming Events 
There are five basic elements of Celtic Spirituality which we will be spending the next five months exploring. 
These elements are Pilgrimage or Journey, Welcome and Hospitality, Healing, Peace and Justice and Creation. 
Each month, we feature a saint whose feast day occurs during that time and we also introduce a monthly spiritual 
practice.  
 
Beginning next week and continuing throughout June, we will feature St. Columba, Abbot of Iona, who greatly 
influenced the spirituality of the Celtic people. Iona has been, and continues to be, a place of pilgrimage for many, 
and we will be exploring our own journeys with God. Our spiritual practice will involve pilgrimage. 
 
Following the service, beginning in July and continuing through the summer, we will have a picnic each Sunday. 
All are welcome to come and break bread as we share our own encounters with the sacred.  
 

Holy Trinity Icon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church has many different depictions of the Holy Trinity. But the icon which defines the very essence of 
Trinity Day is invariably the one which shows the Trinity in the form of three angels. The prototype for this icon 
was the mysterious appearance of the Holy Trinity in the form of three travelers to Abraham and Sarah under the 
oak of Mamre. The Church specifically chose this particular icon because it most fully expresses the dogma of the 
Holy Trinity: the three angels are depicted in equal dignity, symbolizing the equality of all three Persons.  
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” 
- Hebrews 13:2 


